
Current situation of the 

LGBTIQ+ population in

northern Central America

According to a report by RedLac, between 

June 2014 and June 2019, 223 LGBTIQ+ 

deaths were registered in the Northern 

Triangle of Central America.

Testimony of a Salvadoran trans woman 

accompanied by Cristosal during the 

quarantine on access to justice

When you have a problem, they [the National Civil Police] don't pay attention to it.  I recently had 
a problem with a boy.  He attacked me and the authorities had to support me and not him.  We 
were witnesses that that person attacked me, beat me and everything.  I was the first to file a 
complaint and it was as if they didn't give any importance to it.  Some time later I realized that 
he had filed a complaint and, and they came looking for me to go to the headquarters and all 
that.  And, that is, in their own words they were looking down on me.  I told them a lot of things.  
That I really was a woman even though they didn't want to accept it and they had to treat me like 
a woman.  They were even discriminating against me themselves.  When you have a problem, 
they don't care.  (...) I showed them the cuts that I had on my forehead, I still had blood and they 
didn't care (...) I showed him the blows I had and nobody cared.

Salvadoran trans woman's testimony 

on discrimination in access to 

economic opportunities

In the next few years, my idea is to take a loan and maybe I'll get it and I'll start a business.  I 
want to start a business selling Mexican food (...) I want to have my own business so I can be 
my own boss (...) because of my [sexual] orientation, I could get the loan denied (...) once, I tried 
to apply for one and I got denied by the bank (...) when I went in they called me by my full name 
and I was dressed as a woman and all the people stared at me and I told them 'you should have 
called me by my last name' (...) I was flat out denied.

Salvadoran trans woman's testimony 

on irregular detention during quarantine

"They chased us and pepper sprayed us and the fun for them [police and metropolitan agents] 
was not seeing us at home, but practically mistreating us, humiliating us in one way or another 
(...) we ran.  I had to pay for one $15 fine with the municipality, for walking outside and I would 
say to them: 'How is it possible that you are going to get money from me, if I am practically 
selling my body it's not because I like it, but because I have my needs, I have expenses to cover 
'... and [they answered] 'that doesn't matter to us, because we have to comply, shut up and give 
the money.'

And with the police, they chased us away and other colleagues were pepper sprayed, [my 
colleagues] told them that they should be ashamed, they should respect (...) that was 
discrimination and bullying that they did to us.  They told us that if we were dying of hunger so 
much what we were doing there, that if we did not understand, they would make us understand. 
And we said to them: 'And are you going to make us understand in what terms?', 'Well, you are 
going to see', they told us.  And we said 'well, what do these people think, that they are the only 
ones who are hungry? We are also' (...) and this is very controversial because in the same police 
force there are members of the LGBTI community who are the same ones who come to mistreat 
us, instead of giving us a place, instead of supporting us, they come to discriminate against 
us..."

Testimony of a Salvadoran trans woman 

about her economic situation during the 

quarantine

Interviewer: How was the quarantine for you? Was it hard?  TW: Well, yes, because at that time, 
well, I didn't have a stable house, (...) it was hard because there were times in the day when there 
was no food, well, we didn't eat, we ate only once a day, because there was not enough money 
to spend, and I was also spending to buy, one, two sheets of metal, like that, to start building a 
little ranch...

Human rights situation

during the pandemic

 
During the quarantine, a part of the trans 
women and gay men registered by 
Cristosal continued to engage in sex work, 
others sought new ways to generate funds 
through washing and ironing services for 
other people's clothes and care work.  This 
search for income led to several incidents 
with the security forces such as irregular 
arrests due to members of the community 
having to constantly leave their homes.

The following is a compilation of excerpts from 
interviews to members of the LGBTIQ+ in El 
Salvador.  These testimonies show the difficult 
and violent reality of living as a member of the 
LGBTIQ+ community in the CentAm Northern 
Triangle.

In El Salvador, Cristosal has registered at least 7 
cases of people who have initiated legal 
processes for the restitution of rights because 
they have been beaten or have seen their life 
threatened and, despite the fact that the Public 
Ministry responds to their demands, they do not 
receive follow-up or act with agility. 

This is an excerpt of the study "Characterization of the human rights situation of the LGTBIQ + population, particularly 
trans, in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic, forced mobility and impunity in the Eastern Zone of El Salvador" 

done by Cristosal.
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Crimes against trans, gender expansive and gay and lesbian people regularly go 
un-investigated and un-prosecuted in the Northern Triangle of Central America. Regional legal 
systems allow a human rights organization such as Cristosal to take on the role of prosecutor 

on behalf of victims and survivors who choose to pursue justice.

Your support for Cristosal's makes you part of a gender diverse transnational team standing 
with trans, non-binary and LGBTIQ+ individuals and communities in Guatemala, Honduras and 

El Salvador in the face of wave after wave of brutal killings, targeted violence and 
discrimination.


